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For more about NEPA,

go to

www.PortEIS.com

Draft EIS Guidebook

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is committed to actively

involving the public in the Environment Impact Statement (EIS)

development process. The Corps will be distributing the draft EIS on

October 17, 2005.  This Draft EIS Guidebook has been developed to

explain to the public what topics will be discussed in the draft EIS and

where in the document these discussions can be found. Also, a goal of

this guidebook is to help the public understand its role in reviewing the

document and providing feedback to the Corps.

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is a large document with

several different, but related, chapters (or sections). The combined goal of

the discussions within these sections is to provide the reader a clear

understanding of the proposed project – in this case, the development of a

Marine Container Terminal at the Charleston Naval Complex – and a

scientifically sound appreciation for the social, economic, and

environmental impacts associated with the proposed project.

In this draft EIS, there is an Executive Summary followed by 12 sections,

each with its own specific purpose. An overview of the sections begins on

Page 3, with directions on where to find more detailed discussions in the

draft EIS.

What is in the Draft EIS?

Example of a marine container terminal (SPA photograph)

(continued on Page 3)
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Public Review
The Corps encourages citizens to comment on the draft EIS during a 60-day public review period starting

October 17, 2005.  The complete draft EIS document can be reviewed at the following locations:

1 Sterett Hall

Building #180

Charleston Naval Complex

North Charleston, SC 29405

2 City of North Charleston

4900 Lacross Road

North Charleston, SC 29406

3 Charleston County Library

Cooper River Memorial

3503 Rivers Avenue

Charleston, SC 29405

4 City of Charleston

32 Ann Street

Charleston, SC 29403

5 Charleston County Library,

Main Branch

68 Calhoun Street

Charleston, SC 29401

6 Charleston County Library,

John L. Dart

1067 King Street

Charleston, SC 29403

7 Town of Mount Pleasant

100 Ann Edwards Lane

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

8 Mount Pleasant Regional Library

1133 Mathis Ferry Road

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

9 Charleston City Fire Station 18

235 Seven Farms Drive

Daniel Island, SC 29492

Examples of Project Impacts Described in the Draft EIS
(continued from Page 6)

Natural Resources – The development of the

proposed project will result in the loss of 10.4 acres of

saltwater marsh, the dredging and filling of 46.3 acres

of open water habitat, and loss of 63 acres of wooded

upland. An additional 86.7 acres of open water habitat

will be impacted by dredging associated with the

construction of the berth and turning basin. The

construction of an access roadway will result in the

loss of a small quantity of wetlands and the

construction of an elevated structure across Shipyard

Creek.

 All of Charleston Harbor and its reaches are

considered to be Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) and,

therefore, the development of the Proposed Project will

impact EFH to some degree.  The EFH species of

particular concern in the study area are red drum and

shrimp.

The Proposed Project is not expected to adversely

impact federally listed Threatened or Endangered

Species or critical habitat.

Water Resources – The construction of the

Proposed Project will require filling and paving land that is

currently undeveloped, thereby increasing the amount of

stormwater runoff and pollutants entering waterways.

The dredging of the proposed berth and turning basin

will result in localized decreases in dissolved oxygen.

Dissolved oxygen levels in the lower Cooper River are not

expected to be impacted.

10 Dorchester County Library, Summerville Branch

76 Old Trolley Rd

Summerville, SC 29485

11 Otranto Road Regional Library

2261 Otranto Road

North Charleston, SC 29406


